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Ancient River Valley Civilizations
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The civilization evolved in the north-western part of the Indian
subcontinent. It flourished and grew to 500,000 square miles.
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Precipitation

Soil

Main Crops

Animals

Vegetation

Minerals

Indo-Gangetic Plains

Average rainfall 25 to 60 inches per
year increasing from west to east

Rich alluvial soil

Wheat, rice, jute

Cattle, camel, and sheep

Gazelle, blackbuck, wild boars, tigers,
lions

Thick forest in land between rivers.
Sisso, sal, acacia providing timber

Clay

The Ancient Indus Valley (New Perspectives)
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Precipitation

Soil

Main Crops

Animals

Vegetation

Minerals

Average of 15 to 30 inches per year

Saurashtra has black cotton soil

Millet, mustard, dates, cotton, green
and black gram, sesame and rice

Cattle, goat, sheep,
Elephants, rhinos, lions

Acacia, euphorbia

Agate, Steatite, alabaster.
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The Ancient Indus Valley (New Perspectives)
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Precipitation Less rainfall

Soil Desert overlaid by alluvial deposits
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Wheat, barley, pulses, grapes, and Indo-Iranian Ba‘(dér1Lnd

Main Crops Soromot—course i Ganshwar
P> other crops ot vy, m;"*{"" “W'"' T e ‘é‘:ﬂgﬁ.
Ly m*m.. B
Cattle, sheep, water buffalo, goats C; i mg; apdSTDH. s e
Animals Swamp deer, wild boar, tigers, lions, Ba:.f'“?ﬁ:{“
Gigd SULTORE ¢
elephants e 2

Vegetation Acacia, pipal, sisoo, neem, jujube

Limestone, deposits of high-quality
Minerals flint, alum, gypsum, building stone,
bitumen in Kachi plain P —

The Ancient Indus Valley (New Perspectives)



Presenter
Presentation Notes







Saraswat.i

Precipitation

Soil

Main Crops

Animals

Vegetation

Minerals

Indo-Iranian Borders

Hill rain off when rain and snowmelt
feed seasonal streams and rivers

Semi-arid

Dates in coastal region, melons

Sheep, goats, and cattle's
Gazelle, wild sheep, boar etc.

Acacia, juniper, jujube, almond,
pistachio
Salt, Steatite, agate, and semi-

precious stones, alabaster, copper,
and others
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Regions

e
- Cholistan
; . . .
" . Low, with less than 3-5 inches in some
Precipitation
© parts
| S
© Soil Borders desert
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Main Crops gt
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Vegetation Acacia, and tamarisk

Main source of copper and steatite.
Minerals May have provided tin, gold, silver,
lead

The Ancient Indus Valley (New Perspectives)



Presenter
Presentation Notes







Saraswat.i

Precipitation

Soil

Main Crops

Animals

Vegetation

Minerals

Average 25 inches per annum

Rich alluvial soil

Wheat, sesame

Cattle, and small number of sheep
and goats
Dee, gazelle, boar, rhino, elephant,
tigers etc.

Foothills of Himalayas is thick forest
providing timber
From mountains bitumen, steatite,

various gems and other stones in
Kashmir
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Rains are associated with two major systems: o
e  Winter Cyclonic System in the Western Highlands 120

-14000 -12000 -10000 -8Q00 -6000 -4400 -2@o00 o 2000

e  Summer Monsoon System in the Peninsular Region — Annual precipitation C*!!°"%e Calendar earsBe/AD ¢

\ v
Figure 4. Modelled annual precipitation history at Sahiwal, Pakistan (near Harappa).

Precipitation

Annual Precipitation mm

Graph interpretation
e Between 8000 BC and 4000 BC Modeled annual precipitation history near Harappa

 Net precipitation volume shows a steady increase
e Graph 1: From approx. 280mm to 310mm e e
. ater supply ana history: Harappa and the beas regiondl survey
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reduced there were high winter rains £ e . F Ot >
« Between 4000 BC and 2000 BC e 1811 e a7l 1 ol
* Net precipitation volumes fluctuated drastically. s : i A Y D
e Graph 1: Mean running rainfall totals range from - T 3 : pr;f : »
a peak of 300mm to a minimum of 240mm ) yod PEmE T A= ?‘*""ﬁ{ 0
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Modeled monsoon and winter precipitation history near Harappa
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Indus and Saraswati

It is one of the longest rivers in the world, with a length of
some 2,000 miles .

Its total drainage area is about 450,000 square miles.

The river’s annual flow is about 58 cubic miles (243 cubic
km)—twice that of the Nile River and three times that of the
Tigris and Euphrates rivers combined.

http://www.iisc.ernet.in/currsci/oct25/articles20.htm


https://www.britannica.com/place/Nile-River
https://www.britannica.com/place/Tigris-Euphrates-river-system
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ools, cooking
pots, jewelry
etc.

Meat,
leather,
milk etc.

Agriculture
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Sindhu

Indus Society

(-Jewelry unearthed so
far shows the
sophistication with a
finely developed
aesthetic sense and

intricate skills

P
eElaborate and time

consuming hairstyle
e\Wide variety may
reflected ethnic diversity
or/and continuously
changing styles

(-Fiber for clothing
generally used were
cotton, flax, silk, wool,
linen, leather, etc.

P
eBurials were found

with vessels, and also
ornaments like
bangles.

\

Jewelry

e
eTechnologically
advanced tools in
stone and metal

Tools

Hairstyles

b
eCooking was done
in terracotta pots
and bronze utensils.

Clothes

(-Difference in size and\
quality of house, but
not much difference

in quality of housing

in city and suburbs

Burial

p
ePeople were well

nourished and
generally in good
health

Housing

Food



https://www.harappa.com/content/what-did-indus-people-wear-and-what-material-were-their-clothes-made

Occupation

BN < Farmers, fishers, hunter- e Pastoralists and hunter- * Navigators and sailors
3 gatherers. gatherers may have acted
" as carriers for raw _
o materials and finished * Repairs to vessels,
S « Summers could have goods building ships
b been engaged in craft Or
» activities till they started
farming kharif crop e Could have been * Potters
responsible for mining
> gemstones ,
IS « Marine fishine and shell * Artisans could have been
&l fishing could have been full time or part time.
< seasonal, followed by e Full time specialists, like Highly skilled. Probably
i shell working in slack builders to maintain wells passed from families.
periods and civic amenities

e Priests, officials ?
e Merchants and traders
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Primarily situated on the banks of Indus and Saraswati, settled
among rich alluvial plains, and ecologically diverse zones, the people
of Indus developed and sustained a technologically advanced
complex society.
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Websites

http://www.tribuneindia.com/news/haryana/15-skeletons-found-at-harappan-site-in-hisar-s-rakhigarhi-village/221923.html

https://www.harappa.com/sites/default/files/pdf/Harappal986-90 11-Hemphill et al-Bioarchaeology 2.pdf

http://www.ancient-asia-journal.com/articles/10.5334/aa.12317/

http://www.americanbazaaronline.com/2016/06/02/indian-scientists-discover-indus-valley-civilization-is-older-by-2500-years413122/

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Indus-era-8000-years-old-not-5500-ended-because-of-weaker-

monsoon/articleshow/52485332.cms

http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.468.9582&rep=repl1&type=pdf

http://anthro.vancouver.wsu.edu/media/PDF/Ecological continuity.pdf

8. https://books.google.com/books?id=ddRmDAAAQBAJ&pg=PA94&Ipg=PA948&dqg=jacobabad+course+of+indus&source=bl&ots=XHcje4M1Z
0&sig=XPWUS8t72PLwT9vd)2eDHXTzKGDA&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwju4Nq3ovPNAhWKSiYKHb-VB-
AQ6AEIKzAD#v=0onepage&qg=jacobabad%20course%200f%20indus&f=false

9. http://www.rainwaterharvesting.org/urban/rainfall.htm

10. http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12520-012-0088-1#page-2
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http://www.tribuneindia.com/news/haryana/15-skeletons-found-at-harappan-site-in-hisar-s-rakhigarhi-village/221923.html
https://www.harappa.com/sites/default/files/pdf/Harappa1986-90_11-Hemphill_et_al-Bioarchaeology_2.pdf
http://www.ancient-asia-journal.com/articles/10.5334/aa.12317/
http://www.americanbazaaronline.com/2016/06/02/indian-scientists-discover-indus-valley-civilization-is-older-by-2500-years413122/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Indus-era-8000-years-old-not-5500-ended-because-of-weaker-monsoon/articleshow/52485332.cms
http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.468.9582&rep=rep1&type=pdf
http://anthro.vancouver.wsu.edu/media/PDF/Ecological_continuity.pdf
http://www.rainwaterharvesting.org/urban/rainfall.htm
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